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A POPULAR ACCOUNT OF EASTERN MEDICINE 
R/ Hamdard Medical Digest, published in English, is one of a number 
of magazines issued under the general name Hamdard and devoted 
to the "Eastern System of Medicine." It has been published monthly 
since 1957 in Karachi, Pakistan, under the editorship of Hakim 
Mohammed Said. The number for April-May 1959 is given over to a 
popular account of the history of Eastern medicine, and consists of 
extracts from various books and periodicals. Among’those quoted are ~ 
Erwin H. Ackerknecht, Rustom Jal Vakil, Shiv Sharma, Warren R, Dawson, 
Donald‘T, Atkinson Benjamin Lee Gordon, Max Meyerhof, Hakim Ata-Ur- 
Rehman, A. Suheyl dnver; and C, Elgood. The text is illustrated with 
pictures, some in color, borrowed from various sources, This is an 
— not a critical history, compiled mostly for the general 
reader, 


THE SWING OF ADVERTISING TO HISTORY IN 1959 

R/ Publications of all sorts during this centennial year have featured 
history to a hitherto unknown extent, and the sources of infor- 

mation such as the Bureau of Library and Indexing Service of the 

American Dental Association have been constantly plied for historical 

facts and photos. An example of the interesting and commendable use 

of such material by a commercial publication is in the September number 

of Cal, nrg ge by a manufacturer. The historical influence is to 

be seen both in the articles and in the advertising. 


In the interests of accurate edd comments on some statements 
a 


are called for. The photograph of John Harris' house where he tutored 
several students destined to become influential dentists is a pertinent 
historical picture, but it hardly merits being called "the first dental 
school in America." That most interesting picture of the laboratory 
of Fattet in Paris (on p. 12) is in all probability not as asserted 
"the earliest known print of a dental laboratory." It can hardly be 
earlier than the reproduction of a lithograph of Maury's laboratory 

in Paris, reproduced in Dagen'ts Histoire de l'Art Dentaire, p. 218. 


HISTORY OF ORAL SURGERY 
R/ The September number of Journal of Oral Surgery, Anesthesia, and 
Hospital Dental Service is mostly devoted to articles on the history 
of oral surgery. he following are the phases of the subject included: 
"A History of the Origins and Progress of the Journal of Oral Surgery" 
(J, Orton Goodsell); "The Development of the Specialty of Oral Surgery 
in the Past Century" (James R. Cameron); "The Leethona Society of Oral 
Surgeons: Factors Contributing to its Birth, Growth and Present Status 
in the Health Field" (Leslie M, FitzGerald); "Treatment of Jaw Frac- 
tures, Past and Present" (Kurt H. Thoma); "Anesthesia: History's 


Answer to Man's Need" (Marvin Revzin); "Present and Future Problems in 
Oral Surgery" (Fred A. Henny). 


FRANCIS PEABODY ABBOTT IN G®URMANY 
R/ The first American dentist to emigrate to Germany with the intention 
of practicing dentistry was l'rancis Peabody Abbott, a young man 

graduated from Baltimore College of Dental Surgery in 1851. 
rriving in Berlin, he applied for permission to practice in 1852; but, 

under the stringent laws forbidding unnaturalized foreigners to practice 

dentistry in Prussia, permission was refused. Abbott was disinclined 

to surrender his citizenship in the United States, and so with the 
consent of the surgeon in charge he began practicing: his profession 

without pay in K8nigliche Preussische Krankenanstalt, and thus got 

favorable notices from the physicians. He then applied directly to 

Ministerium der Medicinal-Angelegenheiten through the American legation 

and shortly thereafter received permission to practice for two years, 

Abbott, having married the daughter of the then Secretary to the 

United States legation in Berlin, Theodore S. Fay, rapidly gained 

social prestige as well as professional recognition. 


Abbott's house became the center of the American colony in Berlin, 
socially as well as professionally. To all Americans he gave help. 
He advised his countrymen as to where the best places were to locate 
in Europe. He granted consultation about the treatment of patients of 
American dentists, and he referred his own patients in distant cities 
to later arrivals from America in whom he had confidence. 


At the time of Abbott's death in 1886, Deutsche Monatsschrift fur 
Zahnheilkunde declared that of the many American dentists who had come 
to Germany since Abbott, none had exercised such influence on the 
dentistry of the nation. His greatest influence on German dentistry 
was, according to Die Monatsschrift, in setting up a model technique 
in gold filling, which stimulated German dentists to emulate. He also 
introduced tin-gold as a filling material. 


Among the persons who came under the influence of Dr. Abbott was 
Willoughby Dayton Miller. Miller received a thorough scientific edu- * 
cation, as well as an arts course in the’University of Michigan (1875), 
and pursued special studies in chemistry, physics, and applied mathe- 
matics at the University of Edinburgh, which he continued in Berlin in’ 
1876 and 1877. Here he drifted into the American circle of Dr. Abbott, 
who submitted a number of professional problems to Miller's chemical 
knowledge. At this time, Miller received his first lesson in dentistry 
from James Truman, who was’a visitor in Berlin: Miller had planned to 
devote his life to science, especially physics, but Dr. Abbott persuaded 
him to go into dentistry. Miller returned to America to take a course 
in dentistry at Philadelphia College of Dental Surgery and graduated 
with the degree Doctor of Dental Surgery from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1879. He then returned to Germany,’ married Dr. Abbott's 
daughter and became Dr. Abbott's assistant. When bas Zahn&rztliche 
Institut of the University of Berlin was founded in 1884, Miller, who 
had secured approbation as zahnarzt was appointed teacher in the 
Institut as professor of operative dentistry. Since his return to 
Germany, he had carried on studies in medicine and bacteriology and in 
1888 was granted the degree of Dr.med. 


